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Advertising card for the American Bantam Car Company, 
Butler, PA. Curt Teich postcard. 1938. 
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ho. Curt Teich Postcard Collection was given to the Lake County 
Museum in November, 1982. The first year of the project was 
devoted to formational and organizational tasks: environmental 
stabilization and monitoring and other preservation measures, building 
alterations, developing and making functional the computer catalogue of 
the collection, staffing decisions, policy development, membership, 
publishing a newsletter and other forms of public outreach. Now that the 
collection is set up to accommodate it, the archives has been used 
increasingly this past year for its intended purpose as a research center. 

Although some research work is done at the collection building, the 
overwhelming percentage of research assistance given by the collection 
staff is through the mail. Requests come from all over the United States 
and some foreign countries. State historical agencies often request 
photocopies of pages from the original geographic indexes from the Teich 
Company, giving them a comprehensive and securely dated list of all 


images housed in the collection for their area. Historians write with 
general topics or specific locations, asking for lists of related images and 
eventually requesting photocopies or photographic prints. Artists 
sometimes inquire about the vast collection of original artwork (negatives, 
paste-ups, retouched photographs) also housed in the collection. 

The requests are as diverse as the images themselves. Yet, because it is still 
so new, the collection remains virtually untapped - a storehouse of 
fascinating, weird and wonderful views of America's past. 

This issue of the Postcard journal is devoted to the research potential of 
the Curt Teich Collection. It includes the accounts of three research 
projects in the Teich archives; what was found, how the findings were 
used and what research possibilities can be projected for use of the 
Curt Teich Collection. 



Found in America: 

A Research Adventure in the Curt Teich Postcard Collection 


By Cathaline Cantalupo 

I first learned about the Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection from a brief but 
tantilizing notice in the Bulletin of the 
Society of Architectural Historians. 

I was immediately interested in this 
collection because I am a doctoral 
candidate in the history of dress and 
the textile arts at the Costume Institute 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and New York University. I knew that 
I would be spending most of the 
summer months in Chicago, because 
I had been fortunate to be selected to 
participate in the Newberry Library's 
Center for Renaissance Studies' 1985 


Summer Institute in English Archival 
Sciences. This paleographic training 
would enable me to begin work on 
my dissertation topic - an investigation 
of a 16th century manuscript 
describing the trousseau of Princess 
Mary Tudor, the youngest sister of 
Henry VIII. 

While 1 have devoted a great part of 
my studies and research to earlier 
centuries, I continue to maintain an 
equal commitment to the history of 
20th century clothing. I resolved to 
undertake research on this topic in the 
Teich Collection. After reviewing the 
descriptive materials about the 
collection provided by the Lake 


County Museum, I was convinced that 
it would give me a unique occasion to 
see securely dated illustrations of what 
Americans wore, produced, and sold 
over a documented time span of three 
quarters of a century. 

The collection is especially rich in 
images that depict all catagories of 
articles of dress, and the production, 
technology, and merchandising of 
clothing and textiles (III. A). Whether 
candid photographs or product 
advertisments, each example can be 
securely dated and usually also given a 
specific geographic location. For the 
historian, the archivist, the sociologist 
or economist, this treasure house of 














A Advertising card for the Circle Cleaners, location 
unknown. Curt Teich postcard. Ca. 1923. 


pictures from America's past is a 
delight to work in. That the collection 
is now carefully organized and 
maintained, and is currently being 
catalogued using a specially designed 
computer system means easy access 
and retrivability. For researchers with 
time constraints, the Curt Teich 
Collection can be almost instantly 
rewarding because of its ability to 
direct successful information searches. 


Because the collection houses the 
original geographic indexes for all the 
cards published by the Teich 
Company, it is possible to select a 
specific geographic location - an 
American city or state, or a foreign 


country - and quickly examine the 
registers for the selection of images 
that were produced. I found that 
dipping into this series of listings was 
incredibly rewarding. It would be 
possible, while doing archival research 
on a particular company, to 
immediately check their locations to 
see if any advertising materials had 
been printed. 

In addition to formal, academic use of 
the resources of this collection, it 
offers even the casual researcher or 
visitor an opportunity to experience 
his or her own individual history. 
Again, using the geographic indexes, I 
looked for an example of the Essex 
County Court House in Newark, New 
Jersey. Because I was born in this city, 

I am always interested to find images 
of this magnificent Beaux Arts 
building, designed by the 
distinguished American architect Cass 
Gilbert. The Teich Collection provided 
a splendid view (111. D). As I continued 


D. View of Essex County Court House, Newark, NJ. 
Curl Teich postcard. Ca. 1917. 

to search through the indexes, I found 
over a dozen images that rewarded 
this personal search. These included 
an illustration of a turn-of-the-century 
steam railroad, a high school that my 
father attended in the late 1920s that 


For my own research uses in costume 
and textile history, I know that I will 
continue to consult its holdings when 
I am investigating any topic involving 
American fashion. The collection 
provides innumerable examples that 
give fresh insights on clothing in the 
United States(lll. B). 

Because each postcard image is usually 
accompanied by original art work, 
photographs, and related graphic 
materials, examining them in 
conjunction with the final image is 
important. A 1935 advertising card for 
a wholesale dressmaker included 
design sketches that differed from the 
final concept (III. C). What appeared 
in a 1942 postcard image to be merely 
a souvenir restaurant depiction was in 
fact a valuable cache of important 
artifacts. Included with photographs 
and layouts was a pristine sample of 
carpet. Obviously it had been 
included to serve as a model for the 
illustrator. When I examined this 
fragment, I was able to look at a piece 
of carpet that was over forty years old, 
yet with its original brilliant colors and 
distinctive Art Deco design 
maintained. From this item and from 
others in the collection that contain 
swatches of fabric or other artifacts of 
an original nature, it is obvious that 
the Curt Teich Collection is an 
untapped resource for documented 
original materials produced by 
American industry and technology. 
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Postcards can also reflect popular 
concepts of leisure, sometimes 
idealized. The turn-of-the-century 
views of Chicago's lakefront parks may 
have been intended to advertise the 
beauty of the city, but they advertise 
the feeling of the age as well. The park 
was a refuge for the beleagured city 
dweller, effected by the omnipresent 
problems of urbanization. For the 
majority of Chicagoans at this time, 
who could little afford summer homes 
outside of the city, the landscaped 
parks were islands of escape where 
one could relax in a Nature-like 
environment. Daniel Burnham 
envisioned a string of island-parks 
when he drew up his plans for city 
re-development in 1909. The city park 
was a product of order and harmony. 
Not nature untouched by man, but a 
rational vision of Nature. Rationality, 
order and uncluttered urban space 
were important concepts to the city 
planners who, along with Burnham, 
redesigned Chicago's riverfront and 
created the recreational lakefront in 
this century. We can clearly see this 
idealized vision of Nature in many of 
the stylized view cards of the period, 
in beautifully landscaped Lincoln Park 
(III. C) extending along the lakefront 
north of downtown, or Jackson Park 
on the city's south side. 


Still images can also recreate for us the 
activities of another time. Commercial 
use of the downtown waterways is 
illustrated in this early photograph of 
the riverfront (III. D), cluttered with 



C. View of boathouse at Lincoln Park, Chicago, IL. 
Curt Teich postcard. Ca. 1904. 



D. View of lumber district, Chicago, IL. Curt Teich 
postcard. Ca. 1904. 


warehouses and grain elevators. 
Unfortunately, the coloring process 
used on these early cards sometimes 
obscures the details and grittier 
elements of the urban environment. 

Thus postcards can reveal a great deal 
about the past, whether they are 
videotaped for historical programs, 
used as slides for audio-visual 
presentations, or employed by the 
individual researcher as a primary 
source. In any event, as photographic 
documents and as a means of 
presenting history to the public, their 
potential for programming has yet to 
be realized. □ 


joel Mendes is affiliated with Loyola University 
of Chicago and is a consulting historian for the 
Chicago Maritime Society. The video "Shaping 
the Waterways " was a joint effort of Loyola and 
the Maritime Society and was partially funded by 
the Illinois Humanities Council. The video is 
available for use throughout the Chicago area 
for school groups and organization programs. 

For additional information about the video, 
contact the Chicago Maritime Society, care of 
the Newberry Library. 


jOIN US — 

The Curt Teich Postcard Collection needs your 
support to maintain quality preservation of its 
collections and to find new ways of making its 
resources available. 

The project is funded for the first five years of its 
existence. Two of those years have gone by. Your 
membership or donation to the Curt Teich Collection 
will help provide professional staff to care for the 
archives, will aid in the ongoing effort to preserve the 
artifacts through environmental monitoring, 
conservation procedures and materials, and will help 
support methods of bringing this unique material to 
the public through exhibits, publications, and research 
services. 

The Curt Teich Postcard Collection at the Lake 
County Museum is a valuable resource of historically 
significant photographs: images that tell the history of 
20th century America. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection in the category below: 


Annual memberships: 


Student 

$ 

10.00 

Individual 

S 

15.00 

Family/Group 

$ 

20.00 

Institutional Nonprofit 

$ 

20.00 

Contributing 

$ 

35.00 

Sustaining 

$150.00 

Life (One-time payment) 

$500.00 


Benefits of membership include free admission to 
the museum and the Curt Teich Collection, a 
subscription to the Postcard Journal , 10% discount in 
the museum store, and a 20% discount on Teich 
Collection research services. 
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has been replaced with a prosaic, 
modern building, and an interior view 
of a restaurant that was founded in the 
early teens by my relatives. 

My use of the Curt Teich Postcard 
Collection demonstrated the scope of 
its holdings and the different 
opportunities that it offers all visitors. 
As a library of photographic images 
and an industrial archive, it would be 
hard to imagine a visit to this distinctly 
Midwestern pragmatic collection that 
would not provide a worthwhile 
experience. □ 


Cathaline Cantalupo is a doctoral candidate at 
New York University and the Metropolitan 
Museum's Costume Institute in New York City. 
This summer she was a fellow at Chicago's 
Newberry Library. 


Shaping the 
A Video Use 

By Joel Mendes 

As historical documents of physical 
and social change in late 19th and 
early 20th century America, postcards 
can be valuable research tools. 

Postcard companies, catering to 
popular tastes, often reflected the 
prevailing social attitudes and values 
of the day. During the peak years of 
postcard collecting, roughly 1905 to 
1915, commercial postcards 
represented a variety of subject 
matter. Product advertisements, 
modes of transportation, expositions, 
and even ethnic groups were 
depicted, although “view cards” 
constituted the majority of published 
materials. For the historian, these 
unique visual documents represent a 
rich source of archival materials, 
revealing information about places, 
activities, and the popular culture of 
earlier decades. 

As an historical resource, postcards are 
not limited to the academic 
researcher. With the increasing 
popularity of video and audio-visual 
educational programs, postcards could 



A. S.S. Christopher Columbus on the Chicago-Milwaukee line. Curl Teich postcard. Ca. 1911. 


Waterways: 
for Postcards 


represent an untapped source of 
historical images for the instructional 
media producer. Visually appealing, 
colorful, and rich in content, they are 
often more expressive than narrative 
descriptions and unlike many early 
photographs, are easily identifiable, 
and therefore more reliable as source 
material in this context. 

In a recently produced video program 
for the classroom entitled Shaping the 
Waterways, an historical overview 
highlighting 300 years of Chicago's 
waterborne heritage, many still images 
of late 19th and early 20th century 
Chicago were taken from postcards 
found in the Curt Teich Collection. 
Waterway-related images included 
Great Lakes passenger liners, 
turn-of-the-century lakefront park 
scenes, and river and lakefront views. 
Some examples of these will serve to 
illustrate the use of postcards as 
instructional materials in visual history 
programs. 

Photographs can recreate the past: 
structures, places, and even the 
popular humor of another era are 


reflected in still images. The Great 
Lakes passenger liners, for example, 
once a popular mode of travel, have 
been visually documented in 
photographs. Early series of picture 
postcards captured exterior and 
interior views of these vessels. The 
whaleback steamer Christopher 
Columbus , (III.A) built to transport 
passengers to and from Chicago's 
World's Fair in 1893, as well as the 
tragic Eastland , (III. B) later involved in 



B. S.5. Eastland on the Chicago-South Haven line. 
Curt Teich postcard. Ca, 1902. 


the worst single shipping disaster on 
the Great Lakes, are illustrated in vivid 
images that bring a sense of currency 
to past maritime events. For a segment 
of Shaping the Waterways, on the 
heyday of passenger ships, I used 
these and other passenger liner 
postcards in a series of dissolves, or 
montage, with period music and brief 
introductory narrative, to create a 
visual statement on Great Lakes 
transportation during the early 
decades of this century. 





Fiji Postcards in the Curt Teich Collection 


By Dr. E.M. Stephenson 

For the last three years, with the 
encouragement of the Director and 
staff of the Fiji Museum, Suva, ! have 
been carrying out background 
research for a book about Fiji’s 
privately printed, pictorial postcards. 
The draft of the typescript is now 
complete. It identifies the many 
different series of Fiji postcards, lists 
titles, and provides information about 
the images. As well, it is quite largely a 
tribute to the early photographers, 
printers and publishers who produced 
the cards. Discovering facts about the 
lives and professional work of these 
men, especially those who were based 
in Fiji itself, has been one of the most 
compelling aspects of researching the 
project. 

With the help of the Teich Collection 
at the Lake Couty Museum and the 
few Teich alpha-numeric codes 
previously available to me, I have now 
obtained dozens of other numbers 
and titles associated with the firm of 
Stinsons, Suva (Stinsons Ltd. after 
February, 1956). The forerunner of this 
firm was founded in Fiji in 1904 by a 
gifted young Canadian photographer, 
W. John Bolton Stinson. The history of 
the various phases of the then-named 
Stinson Studio, and the life of its 
founder, is a fasinating one, but too 
long to cover here. In 1946, Bolton 
Stinson’s son, Charles, took over as 
Managing Director. The Stinson/Curt 
Teich pictures, which range in date 
from 1955 to 1971, are mainly based on 
Charles Stinson’s original Ektachromes. 

The period covered by these pictures 
is an important one in Fiji’s history. It 
led up to October, 1970, when, after 
96 years as a British Crown Colony, Fiji 
became an independent, 
self-governing nation. The period also 
saw the gradual expansion of tourism 
as a large-scale industry. In this 
development, Charles Stinson was 
himself involved, being at various 
times Chairman of the Fiji Visitor’s 
Bureau, Mayor of Suva, and, after 1966 
when he left Stinsons Ltd. to enter 
political life, Member and then 
Minister for Communications, Works, 
and Tourism. He was honoured with a 
knighthood (K.B.E.) in 1979. 


The range of the Stinson/Curt Teich 
cards covers many aspects of life, from 
traditional Fijian ceremonies and 
village scenes, to the activities of the 
Fiji Military Forces, Indians in Fiji, the 
sugar industry, street scenes, and the 
development of coastal tourist areas. 

Having discovered the significance of 
the Curt Teich codes, I was able to 
identify two earlier series of Fiji 
postcards as having been printed by 
this firm. More titles and codes for 
both of them were obtained through 
the Lake County Museum, but the 
cards themselves presented a 
considerable mystery. One series, 
produced in 1943, had black and 
white, half-tone pictures, with the 
Curt Teich code number and the 
words “CO-OP COPYRIGHT” on the 
picture side (ILL. A). The second set 



A. Central Suva, Fiji. Curt Teich postcard for 
"CO-OP". 1943 


was of coloured cards with a matt, 
linen finish and pinked edges. Apart 
from the alpha-numeric code, these 
1934-45 coloured cards had no trade 
name. Eventually, by sheer chance, 

I found a souvenir folder of similar 
cards with a single co-operative 
trading venture but, unfortunately, the 
only firms of this kind known to me 
from Suva existed either much earlier 
or too late. 

However, because the Curt Teich 
system had dated them for me, I could 
associate the mysterious “CO-OP” 
cards with a totally different 
“Co-Operative” postcard series sold in 
Fiji in the 1930s. This set carried 
collotyped sepia or black and white 
pictures identical in appearance with 
those of a Stinsons Studio postcard 
series sold in Germany ca. 1913. It also 
included many of the same Stinson 
photographs and titles. At last, a 


connection linking the photographer 
Bolton Stinson with the anonymously 
printed “Co-Operative” cards and the 
two Curt Teich “CO-OP” series 
seemed to be established. Having 
reached this point, I could get no 
further on my own. Finally, through 
Sir Charles Stinson, I discovered that 
in the 1930s his father, Bolton Stinson, 
had established a small co-operative 
firm (not connected with the Stinson 
Studio) with two other Suva residents. 
From Stinson photographs they 
organized the preparation and sale of 
postcards, calendars, and other 
souvenir items and sold them under a 
CO-OP or Co-Operative trade name. 
The firm existed until about 1950. 
Another postcard mystery solved. a 


Dr. Stephenson, born in Fiji, now lives and works 
in England. Her academic background is in 
classical zoology and cell locomotory behavior , 
which she taught at the university level in 
Australia and New Zealand. 


The Curt Teich Company operated in Chicago 
from 1898 to 1974 as a printer of postcards, 
advertising pamphlets and brochures, maps, 
blotters, and sundry other printed items. The 
company eventually became the largest volume 
producer of postcards in the world. Over the span 
of 76 years of business, Teich saved copies of 
everything his firm printed, including most of the 
original photographic and layout work. In this way 
he established an industrial archives that now 
exists as the nucleus of the Curt Teich Postcard 
Collection at the Lake County Museum. It is the 
intention of the museum to preserve this resource 
and to research and analyze the importance 
postcard views have for understanding the history 
of 20th century America. 


THF. POSTCARD JOURNAL is published quarterly 
by the Lake County Museum: Curt Teich Postcard 
Collection, which is a section of the Lake County 
Forest Preserve District. ISSN-0743-7617 

Rebecca Goldberg, Museum Supervisor 
Katherine Hamilton-Smith, Curator of 
Special Collections, Editor, the Postcard Journal 
Christine A. Pyle, Assistant Curator of 
Special Collections 

Subscription to the Postcard Journal is a benefit 
of membership to the Curt Teich Collection. 

The Lake County Museum is a not for profit 
agency. 

The Curt Teich Collection is not tax supported. 

Lake County Museum, Lakewood Forest Preserve, 
Wauconda, Illinois 60084, U.S.A. 

(312) 526-8638/526-7878 






GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Lake County Museum is a publicly owned institution 
devoted to collecting, preserving, and interpreting the 
history and geography of Lake County, Illinois from its 
earliest known inhabitants to the present. The Curt Teich 
Postcard Collection is a grant-funded special section of the 
Lake County Museum devoted to collecting, preserving, 
and interpreting postcard views and photographs of 
subjects related to Lake County, Illinois, and the United 
States in the 20th century. 

The Lake County Museum is a department of the Lake 
County Forest Preserve District. 


Location 


Exhibition 

Gallery 

Research 

Library 

Admission 
School Tours 


About 40 miles northwest of Chicago in the 
Lakewood Forest Preserve, Route 176 and Fairfield 
Road, Wauconda, Illinois 60084 
(312) 526-7878 Museum 

(312) 526-8638 Curt Teich Collection 

Open daily 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday by appointment only 

$1.00 for adults, 50<t for students and senior 
citizens. Monday is a free day for all visitors. 

The museum has an active education program. For 
information about scheduling and cost, call the 
museum office at 526-7878. 


Membership Memberships are available through the 
Lake County Museum Association. 

Curt Teich Office hours 8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday 
Collection Visits to the collection by appointment only. 

The Curt Teich Postcard Collection offers 
separate membership. 


Benefits include free admission to the museum and the 
Teich Collection, a subscription to the Postcard Journal , 
discounts in the museum store and on Teich Collection 
research services. Teich Collection individual 
membership: $15.00family membership: $20.00. Please 
call the Teich Collection offices for information about 
additional membership levels. 
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Advertising card 

for Zymole Trokeys throat lozenges. 
Curt Teich postcard. Ca. 1917. 














